









TEACHING PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE 
THROUGH CLIMBING GRAMMAR MOUNTAIN 
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ABSTRACT
The objective of this research is to examine that the use of climbing grammar mountain can improve the students’ ability in mastering the present continuous tense at SMP Negeri 5 Banawa. The researcher applied pre-experimental research design; one-group pretest-posttest design. The research sample was class VII C consisting of 27 students. The sample was taken through purposive sampling technique. The data were collected by using test. The average of pre-test was 28.54 and the average of post-test was 64.26. These show the significant difference of both tests, that was 35.72. It was proven by using t-test formula. It means that the climbing grammar mountain is effective to improve students’ ability in mastering the present continuous tense.
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Peneilitan ini bertujuan untuk menguji penggunaan climbing grammar mountain dapat meningkatkan kemampuan siswa dalam menguasai present continuous tense di SMP Negeri 5 Banawa. Peneliti menggunakan model penelitian pre-experimental; one group pretest-posttest. Sampel penelitian yaitu kelas VII C tediri dari 27 siswa. Pengambilan sampel menggunakan teknik purposive sampling. Pengumpulan data menggunakan test. Nilai rata-rata dari pre-test yaitu 28.54 dan rata- rata dari post-test yaitu 64.26. Hal ini menunjukkan perbedaan yang signifikan dari kedua  tes, yaitu 35.72. Perbedaan tersebut dibuktikan dengan menggunakan rumus t-test. Dengan demikian climbing grammar mountain efektif dalam  meningkatkan kemampuan siswa dalam menguasai present continuous tense.

Kata kunci: Present Continuous Tense, Climbing Grammar Mountain

INTRODUCTION
Grammar is taught to give the basis for a set of language skills, they are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. In listening and speaking, grammar plays an important part in grasping and expressing spoken language. In reading, grammar enables learners to comprehend sentence interrelationship in a paragraph, a passage, and a text. In the context of writing, grammar allows the students to put their ideas into intelligible sentences. It will be easier for students to communicate in written form if they have good understanding about grammar.
	

	In the case of teaching grammar, the students find it difficult to understand the grammar   
if they are not learning it firstly. Someone can play the soccer, but it does not enough to make him become a player. Because in order to play that sport, he needs to know the rule of the soccer itself, he needs to know the technique to kick and pass the ball and the most important thing is he needs to practice it, the rules are need to be taught. It is similar to teaching grammar, there are some students who are capable in speaking without learning the rule, it does not matter when the speaker uses ungrammatical sentences at the time of speaking and he will get difficult when expressing his ideas in written form.
In addition, the grammar should be taught to avoid misunderstanding, it should use the suitable and acceptable language. The comprehension in grammar is not acquired naturally, it needs to be instructed because it tells how to use language, without correct grammar the language will be not understandable and it is impossible for students to learn language.
There are two tense forms in English, they are present and past. Each tense has rules of its own. Students who learn English will meet a number of problems, especially grammar as an aspect of the language that will make the ideas difficult to understand. When the students learn English, they try to avoid the grammar that causes them hard to use tenses correctly. Morever there is no tense in Indonesian which becomes one of the problems in studying English.
Present Continuous Tense is one of the tenses that students of SMP Negeri 5 Banawa especially at grade seven have to learn. It is stated on the curriculum KTSP that the students will  not be succesfully acheived if the language teaching does not consider the language components; structure, vocabulary and pronounciation. Based on Standard Competence (SK) and Basic Competence (KD), the objective of teaching Present Continuous Tense for students of grade seven at Junior High School are able to using language that appropriate in transactional or short monolog.
Based on the observation obtained at SMP Negeri 5 Banawa especially the grade seven, the researcher found that many students find it difficult to master grammar especially Present Continuous Tense. Present Continuous Tense is one part of grammar that makes them confused because when they are demanded to speak based on the tense, they have to think about the grammar itself. At that school, the researcher found some problems in teaching English as follow: the students were noisy when the teacher explained the material. They did not focus on teaching and learning process in the class room. The students are still confused to determine the tenses that they will use that is appropriate with the situation happen. For example, when the teacher asks the students “what are they doing” their answer were: 
(1) I write now.
(2) We sit now.
(3) I read book. 
When someone is speaking, she should pay attention to her ideas. To express something or an action that is happening at the time of speaking, the sentences must be, (1) I am writing now, (2) we are sitting now and, (3) I am reading a book.
The students did not know the formula of Present Continuous Tense. And the Last, the students did not know well how to make sentences by using affirmative, negative, and interrogative forms, for example: 

(4)  a. (+) She wash the plate.
b. (-)  She not wash the plate.
c. (?) She wash the plate?		
		Based on the example above, the affirmative sentence in Present Continuous Tense is the use of the formula; S + to be + Ving and the correct sentence must be, (4a). She is washing the plate, the negative sentence is the use of “not” after to be, (4b) She is not washing the plate, to show the interrogative sentence, the to be must be followed by a subject and ended by a question mark (?), (4c) Is she washing the plate?. 
It can be concluded that the students’ sentences are grammatically wrong in constructing their ideas when they speak although it is understandable to everyone because when a student is speaking, she does not care about grammar and it is accepted by others. Thus, Present Continuous Tense should be taught by the teacher with creative approach to make the students interested in learning English especially in learning grammar.
There are many approaches that are used in teaching and learning process, one of them is game. Play and competition that are provided by the game can improve the students’ motivation in learning and reduce their stress because games are fun activity. 
In this research, the researcher uses climbing grammar mountain as a technique in the teaching present continuous tense. It is a kind of games that encourages the teacher to use the sentences from students’ words. This game provides many advantages when it is used in the classroom. One of these advantages is that students are motivated to learn the language when they are in a game. According to Gunn and McCallum (2005:39): “Climbing Grammar Mountain Game helps improve the students’ understanding of grammatical usage and helps the students learn from others through peer review, team work, and group discussion.” Thus, Climbing Grammar Mountain is one of the games that can be used in teaching grammar especially present continuous tense because that game guides the students to review the material in competition to make them enjoy in the class room and to motivate the students in learning grammar.
According to Gunn and McCallum (2005:14), “Climbing Grammar mountain is a game providing a way to address grammatical usage and sentence construction in such a way that the target structure is being reviewed and reinforced in an interesting and engaging manner.” In their journal, they used this game to teach Simple Present Tense. They found out that Climbing Grammar Mountain improved students’ ability in understanding the written statements, especially grammatical usage and sentence construction. Basically, it is not only for teaching Simple Present Tense, this game also can be used to teach other tenses, such as Simple Past Tense.
Climbing Grammar Mountain itself is organized as a picture which consist of four or more diagrams, It is written down on the white board. The diagram is used to putting the score as long as the game is playing. The teacher divides the students into 4-5 groups consisting of 5 - 6 students. Before starting the game, the teacher gives them 10 points to each group. The teacher gives some sentences to each groups and they must be analyzed which sentence is incorrect and then they try to correct that one. If one of groups answers are correct, so their point will be added 5 to 10 by the teacher. At the end of the game, they will see which team is the winner by looking the highest score. The game meets the second objective by allowing the students to work and discuss together as a team to judge the validity of the sentences. If the teacher uses sentences taken from the students’ own written work, the students would also be engaging in a peer review session. In addition, Climbing  Grammar Mountain is a game which can be used in learning English to make the situation in the class room is more fun and enjoyable for students and teacher.
	There are some procedures to play this game. It is clearly stated by Gunn and McCallum (2005:39-40):

1)	draw a vertical climbing line on the board or on an overhead transparency. 
2)	divide each line into 10 segments to represent vertical feet.
3)	before starting the game, ask the students to get into teams of four or five people depending on how many students are in the class. Let the students choose a name for their team. 
4)	as in the example below, mark the segments 10, 20, 30, 40, etc.

Adopted from Gunn and McCallum

5)	 provide a sentence that is incorrect, or ask the students to make their own sentences. If the students can not recognize it as incorrect and they award some vertical distance to it. They must go back down the mountain that many feet, if the students recognize the sentence as incorrect and do not wager any vertical on it, the can stay where they are. 
6)	after the practical around, begin the actual play by using the sentences prepared. 
7)	give an incorrect sentences. Show one sentences to the first team to correct the sentences. If the first team can not correct the sentences, give the chance to another group and give the answering team 5 point as bonus. Then, move on to the next team. Give another  incorrect sentence . the game conrinues untill all the sentences have been used. 

	In teaching present continuous tense, the climbing grammar mountain game is one of the effective ways to make teaching and learning process more fun. That game can improve the students’ understanding in learning present continuous tense because it make the students review the material that the teacher have explained. That game also help the students in learning from the other when they do not understand well when teaching and learning process and that game can motivate the students to use their ability, knowledge and understanding of present continuous tense.

RESEARCH METHOD
In conducting this research, the researcher applied pre-experimental research design especially one-group pretest-posttest design. It was only one group. These class got pre-test before the treatment. The researcher treated the students by applying climbing grammar mountain. After she did the treatment, they got post-test in order to see the influence of climbing grammar mountain during the treatment. The design of this research is proposed by Cohen, Manion, and Marrison (2005:218) as follows:






For this research, the population is the grade seven students of SMP Negeri 5 Banawa which has three pararel classes, they are VIIA, VIIB and VIIC. The sample of this research was selected from the number of population by applying purposive sampling technique. There were no specific steps to do this technique, the researcher chose the class to be the sample based on the specific or special purposes. The researcher got class VIIC as sample of this research.
Variables of this research are independent variable and dependent variable. The research has two variables, the first is dependent variable; teaching present continuous tense and the second variable is independent; the use of climbing grammar mountain game. The dependent variable is the factor which observed and measured to determine the effect of independent variable, while the independent variable is the variable that gets influence in the research. In short, the dependent variable is the presumed effect, while independent variable is the presumed cause.
Tests are tool to collect data in this research. The purpose of this test is to get an accurate data. The researcher conducted some tests to know whether or not the use of climbing grammar mountain can be effective in teaching present continuous tense. Thus, the result was clear for the reseacher. Therefor, there were three kinds of tests; multiple choice, completion, and sentence transformation test. The number of items in the test and the scores are offered:

Table 1 Scoring System of Pre-test and Post-test 


No 	Kinds of test	Items 	Score for each correct answer	Total score
1.2.3.	Multiple ChoiceCompletionSentence Transformation 	15156	113	151518
	Total 	40		48

After doing pre-test, the researcher treated them in order to improve students’ skill in grammar especially present continuous tense by applying climbing grammar mountain game as treatment. The researcher treated the students for eight meetings and it was given twice a week. At the end of meeting, the researcher conducted the post-test to know the students achievement after got the treatment.
Firstly, The researcher will converted a raw score to determine the individual score by using the following formula adopted from Arikunto (2006:276). After obtaining the individual score the researcher computed mean of the class on pre-test and post-test using formula purposed by Hatch and Farhady (1982:55). Next, the researcher computed the square deviation by using formula proposed by Arikunto (2006: 308). In order to know whether the students pre-test and post-test have significant difference, the researcher used the formula proposed by Arikunto (2010:349).

FINDINGS
The researcher administered pre-test to measure the basic skill of seventh grade students at SMP Negeri 5 Banawa in mastery present continuous tense before giving the treatment. She conducted the pre-test on July 20th, 2016. The researcher administered post-test to measure the sudents’ understanding in present continuous tense at the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 5 Banawa through climbing grammar mountain after she applied the treatment. The result of the tests were compare to know whether the use of present continuous tense can improve students in learning present continuous tense at the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 5 Banawa. 






Table 2 The Result of Pre-test

No	Initials 	Score
		Multiple Choice Test	Completion Test	Sentence transformation test	Obtained	Maximum	Standard






























The researcher administered post-test to measure the sudents’ understanding in present continuous tense at the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 5 Banawa through climbing grammar mountain after she applied the treatment. She provided the result of post-test. The result can be seen in the following table:


Table 3 The Result of Post-test 

No	Initials 	Score
		Multiple Choice Test	Completion Test	Sentence transformation test	Obtained	Maximum	Standard






























The post-test had the same test type as the pre-test. It contained different questions. This test also aimed to know whether there was any impact after the reseacher applied the treatment. The post-test was done on August 19th, 2016. There were three kinds of test. They were multiple choice test, completion test and sentence transformation test. 		
The results of the post-test presented that the highest score of post-test was 87.5 and the lowest one was 35.41. After calculating the sum of score, the researcher computed the mean score by using the following formula adopted from Hatch and Farhady (1982: 55). After getting the mean score of pre-test and post-test, the researher continued counting the mean deviation and square deviation. She found that the mean deviation was 32.14 and the sum square deviation was 5530.73. After having the sum of square deviation of the group, the researcher needs to analyze the data statistically in order to know the significant difference of the pre-test and post-test by using t-test formula, she found that the t-counted value was 11.47.
After giving the treatment and analyzing the data, the researcher found that the t-counted value was 11.47. To know the significant difference the result of test, the researcher compared the value of the t-counted value with the value of t-table value, by applying the level of significance 0.05 and degree of freedom (df: 27 – 1 = 26). Due to 26 is listed on critical value table, the value of t-table is (1.075). The result of data analysis indicated that t-counted value was 11.47. The researcher compared the value of t-counted value (11.47) with the value of t-table value, (1.075), she obtained that t-counted value is higher than t-table value, It means that the research hypothesis is accepted. In conclusion that the students’ present continuous tense can be developed by applying climbing grammar mountain.

DISCUSSION
The objective of this research is to find out whether the use of climbing grammar mountain is effective in teaching present continuous tense at the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 5 Banawa or not. The researcher limited her research on present continuous tense in the form of affirmative, negative, and interrogative sentence.
To measure the students’ prior mastery in present continuous tense, the researcher conducted pre-test which consisted of 36 items; 15 items of multiple choice, 15 items of completion, and 6 items of sentence transformation test. The  researcher supported this research by providing the error rate of pre-test. The result of error rate in  multiple choice was 9.38% in affirmative form, 17.03% in negative form, and 19.25% in interrogative form. Then, the completion test of affirmative was 20%, 27.65% in negative form, 28.88% in interrogative form. Last, the error rate of sentence transformation in multiple choice was 72.22% in affirmative form, 88.27% in negative form, and 95.59% in interrogative form. 
By looking at the result, the researcher found that among the test types, the highest percentage error was found in interrogative form, while the lowest one was in affirmative form. There were some reasons why the students get difficulties to understand the material.
First, some students did not really pay attention to the learning process because they were lack interest in learning English language. Second, they were silent but they did not understand about the material. It was proved by some tasks given by the researcher. Last, sometimes the reseacher could not control the students on the class room. There were some students noisy during teaching and learning process. 
The researcher has minimized those problems by giving an explanation and treament to them. She taught the students based on the lesson plan. She divided the students into 5 groups consisting of 5–6 students. She introduced the procedures of climbing grammar mountain and asked the students to sit based on their group every meetings. She also asked them to pay attention every minute because after she explained the material the students must be playing game. During the instructional process, the researcher asked the students to change the sentences in form of affirmative, negative, and interrogative. They also got some incorrect sentences, they tried to correct the incorrect ones. For the first time, the students were still confused about how to construct the sentences but they could construct the ones after we checked and discussed the material. The students played game after the researcher explained the material. During the game, the students discuss and correct the incorrect sentences enthusiastically in order to get the highest score although there were groups that gave the incorret sentences that caused their score reduced. The students should defended their score because the game continue in the next meeting by using their last score. It was motivate the students to be active in learning process. It was also make the students automatically gave their attention during learning process. When teaching and learning process was started, the researcher would give the groups a score if they could answer the question that have been given. It could help the students to get the additional score before playing the game. The students who were noisy during the learning process, their score  would be reduced. 
Besides the error rate of pre-test, the researcher also provided the error rate of post-test. The result of multiple choice was 7.40% in affirmative form, 10.61% in negative form, and 15.06% in interrogative form. Then, in completion test was 10.37% in affirmative form, 15.80% in negative form, and 19.75% in interrogative form. Last, the error rate of sentence transformation in multiple choice was 33.33% in affirmative form, 35.80% in negative form, and 51.23% in interrogative form. 
Based on the result of the data, the researcher can conclude that teaching present continuous tense through climbing grammar mountain is effective. It is improve the students mastery of present continuous tense. It is proven by comparing the students’ score in the pre-test and the post-test. This technique is also successful in solving the students problem in constructing the sentences. This is because there is a different percentage between the error rate of the pre-test and the post-test. When the researcher looking at the students’ progress, their scores were increased. The imrpovement is accepted because the students  showed their enthusiastic partisipation during the teaching and learning process in the class. The  enthusiastic of students can be indicated from the process which the students enjoyed the class like smailed, and move the chairsand tables quickly. They cheered and clapped hand when they answer correcly. Moreover all groups worked hard to win the game. However, some students still got confused and made mistakes in using subject and verb agreement and write the right verb in form of present continuous tense. Those problem is minimized by giving the explanation and playing climbing grammar mountain.
Climbing grammar mountain was also applied by some previous studies. The first study showed that the use of Climbing grammar mountain can improve students’ past tense at the eight grade students of MTs. Yaspia Ngroto Gubug Grobogan that conducted by Safitri (2015). The second study stated that the use climbing grammar mountain more effective in teaching expressing daily activities at grade five of SDS Karuna Singkawang that conducted by Dianarista (2011). Thus, this strategy is effective not only in teaching simple present tense and simple past tense at the previous studies, but also in teaching present continuous tense at the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 5 Banawa as a current study. This statement is supported by a theory from Gunn and McCallum (2005 state that the game can be used in teaching grammar It means that this strategy can be conducted in





In this research, the researcher concludes that the use of climbing grammar mountain is effective in teaching present continuous tense at the seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 5 Banawa. It can be shown at the result of the data analysis. The research hypothesis presents that t-counted (11.47) is higher than t-table (1.075). It means that if the result of t-counted value is higher that t-table value, the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted and the null hypothesis (Ho) is rejected. 
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